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For the Christian Herald. : 
PRACTICAL EDUCATION.—No. V.* 
First letter from Senex to his Daughter: 


My bear paucHTeR—It affords me great pleasure to learn that you 
are so far recovered from your late sickness, as to ride out, and, in 
some measure, superintend the concerns of your househéld, . I hope 
you will bless God and yet live to do much good. 

When I was last at your house, I felt a deep concern for you ; 
not so immediately for your immortal interest , as | hoped that, to a 
saving purpose, you had remembered your Creator in your youth ; but 
for the recovery of your health, on account of your rising family: 

You cannot doubt that | saw much in your children to give me 
pleasure. The improvement they had made in various branches of 
useful knowledge, and their general correct deportment, were by no 
means overlooked. Still 1 feared that some‘of themi were taking ad- 
vantage of your debilitated state, and contracting improper and dan- 
gérous habits. Sometimes I thought you were rather mortified at 
their conduct, particularly on account of my presence. 

Not long after my return home, I wrote a letter to your oldest 
daughter, with a particular view to correct some things I thought 
amiss in her, and of guarding her against others, to which I thought 
her exposed ;—but, more especially, to urge upon her the importance 
of early piety. She has, probably, shown you the letter: if she has 
and you approve its sentiments, you will endeavour to enforce them 
upon her mind, and, upon the minds of -ygur other children, in such 
a manner as will be most for their good. on 

As you are now restored to a comfortable measure of health; and 
have a prospect of living to be farther useful in your family, I pro- 
pose writing you a few letters, upon the education of children, tore- 
fresh your mind with some of the ideas you have often heard me ex- 
press. If you think proper, you may let your children read them. 
The perusal may lead them to feel that I take a deep interest in their 
welfare ; and, should they be followed by the blessing of God, they 
may render them brighter ornamgnts to your family, more useful to 
the world, and help to guide them to eternal life. The inspired 
Psalmist says, ‘‘ Lo, childrenare an heritage of the Lord !” In the pre- 

* See vol. VIIL. p. 739. 
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sent letter, I will only make a few observations upon the word 
“heritage.” 

** A heritage,” is something received from another, and to be enjoy- 
edfor a season. The Lord directed Moses to say unto thechildren of 
Israel, when in Egypt: ‘1 will bring you into the land.concerning the 
which I did swear to give it to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob: and 
I will give it you for an heritage : Iam the Lord.” In due time, the 
Lord brought them to the promised land, not, just to see it, but, to 
enjoy it for a season. 

A “ heritage,” is not, barely, to be enjoyed for a season, but ordi- 
narily, to beamproved: that is, actually to be rendered more valuable. 
This we should readily suppose from the parable of thetalents. He 
that had received five talents, and he that had received two, were both 
rewarded for their increase ; while he that had received one, which 
he hid in the earth, was reproved as a wicked and slothful servant. 

You likewise know, that the land of Canaan, though it flowed with 
‘* milk and honey,” when the children of Israel first entered it, be- 
came vastly more productive under their cultivation. 

King Solomon, in his day, very greatly exceeded in wealth and glory 
all who had lived before him. He says; ‘“‘I made me great works ; 
I builded me houses ; I planted me vineyards ; | made me gardens 
and orchards, and I planted trees in them of all kinds of fruits: I 
made me pools of water, to water therewith the wood that bringeth 
forth trees : I got me servants and maidens, and had servants born in 
my house; also, I had great possessions of great and small cattle above 
all that were in Jerusalem before me.” 

The better any field or country is cultivated, the more valuable it 
becomes. It will feed more people, and afford a larger revenue. 
In like manner, the more the minds of children are cultivated, es- 
pecially if they are sanctified by divine grace, the more they are’to 
be esteemed. Their talents will then be wisely directed: ‘‘ The 
righteous are the salt of the earth.”’ 

** A heritage’’ is not only to be enjoyed for a season, and to be ren- 
dered more productive, but to be accounted for. 

This we are very clearly taught in the parable of the vineyard: 
‘* A certain man planted a vineyard, and set an hedge about it, and 
digged a place for the wine-fat, and built a tower, and let it out to hus- 
bandmen, and went into a far country. And at the season he sent to 
the husbandmen a servant, that he might receive from the husband- 
men of the fruit of the vineyard.” 

It may, with great propriety, be said to every person, old or young, 
‘‘ what hast thou, that thou didst not receive?’ Whatever has been 
received, in strict justice we ought to account for. Soon it will be 
said to each one of us, “give an account of thy stewardship ; for 
thou mayest be no longer steward.” 


*O may I stand before the Lamb, 
When earth and seas are fled, 

And hear the judge pronounce my naime 
With blessings on my head, 
















The Edwardses. 


“* May I with those for ever dwell, 

Who here were my delight, 
While sinners banished down to hell, 

No more offend my sight.” 

1 am, my dear daughter, with much love to your husband and 
children, Your affectionate parent. 


—_—_—— 


THE EDWARDSES.,* 


ir in making out a catalogue of the most distinguished American 
Divines, we were required to arrange them according to our best judg- 
ment, we should certainly assign the first and highest place to Jona- 
THAN Epwarps the elder: and then, leaving a blank space, as is some- 
times done inthe English Universities, to indicate the comparative stand- 
ing of candidates for academical honours, we should not know whatname 
to insert next, in preference to that of Jonathan Edwards the young- 
er. ‘* Few and far between,” in any part of the world, have such 
centinels appeared upon Zion’s watchtowers. Rarely, indeed, has 
the church been blessed with champions, so highly gitted by nature, 
so well furnished with the ‘“‘ whole armour of God,”’ so skilful in 
wielding the ‘‘ sword of thé Spirit,’’ and so triumphant in every quar- 
ter. It is but seldom that a son has such a father ; and it is still more 
rare, that such a father leaves behind him a son so worthy of his 
lineage. 

A parallel drawn by the hand of a master, between these two great 
men, would not fail of being highly interesting and instructive. For 
such a parallel as might be furnished, from the ample materials which 
they have left behind them, we have not room in the present article, 
even if we possessed the ability of doing full justice to the subject. 
But we cannot let the opportunity pass, without inviting the attention 
of our readers to the following brief and imperfect sketch. Of the 
father, we had occasion to speak at considerable length, in our review 
of his theological works.{ We shall therefore say less of him here, 
than might otherwise have been reasonably expected, in a compari- 
son between him and the author of the present discourse, 

In the leading and governing incidents of their lives, the parallel is 
very close and remarkable. They both graduated early—the father 
at seventeen and the son at twenty. Both of them spent two years 
as Tutors in their respective colleges. Both were early and very 
eligibly settled in the ministry—the father at Northampton, Mass. and 
the son at New-Haven, Ct. Both were dismissed on account of their 
religious opinions :—the former in the twenth-fourth, and the latter 
in the twenty-seventh year of his ministry. Both were afterwards re- 
settled in retired situations, where they had leisure to pursue their 
favourite theological studies ; and to give the finishing touch to their 
most valuable treatises, on various important and controverted sub- 


* This article is extracted from a review, in the Christian Spectator for January, 
1823, of a sermon preached many years ago by Edwards the younger, on the sub- 
ject of slavery, a second edition of which has lately been printed at Boston. 

+ Christian Spectator for 1821. 
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jects. At the end of six years, the father was called from his retire. 
ment, to preside over the college of Princeton, N. J,. and the son, in 
less than four years from resettlement in Colebrook, Ct. was invited 
to the presidency of Union College, N. Y. The former died a few 
months after his removal to Princeton, in the fifty-fifth year of his 
age: the latter, in about two years from the time of his inaugu- 
ration at Union, aged fifty-seven. So many and such striking coinci- 
dences in the lives of two great and good men, are rarely to be met 
with. 

But the parallel, though not perhaps quite so remarkable, is far 
more deeply interesting in other particulars. The talent of the first 
President Edwards, for philosophical and metaphysical disquisition, 
was of the very highest order. There was no subject within the 
legitimate range of human investigation, which was too high or too 
deep for his powers. He saw those relations of things, that lie far 
beyond the ken of ordinary minds with a clearness which has excited 
the admiration of the most distinguished metaphysicians of a later 
age ; and in tracing out remote analogies ; in straightening and shed- 
ding light upon dark and intricate paths ; in putting his finger at once 
upon the sophistry of an argument, and foiling his opponents with 
their own weapons; in striking out new trains of thought and fol- 
lowing them up to the point of complete moral demonstration ; in 
anticipating, inventing and answering objections ; and in all that per- 
tains to what we shall venture to call the pure algebre of mental 
philosophy, and metaphysical science,—few men have ever equalled, 
and perhaps, all things considered, none have gone before him. 

Others have been greatly his superiors both in learning and elo- 
quence—have had much more of what is loosely styled ‘* genius”— 
have lived much longer, and moved in far higher spheres. Foracen- 
tury to come, Locke and Reid, Steward and Brown, may possibly be 
more extensively known and admired than Edwards. But to say no- 
thing here of his heavenly crown, he has taken his place permanent- 
ly in the very first rank of intellectual greatness. It can hardly be ne- 
cessary to add, that among the righteous he will be “ held in everlast- 
ing remembrance.” In the unclouded brightness of that ‘sun, which 
will not go down for a thousand years, his name will shine with new 
and increasing lustre. 

If Dr. Edwards was not in all respects equal to his honoured father, 
there was, nevertheless, a striking similarity in the structure of their 
minds—a strong intellectual resemblance, which is very observable 
in all their writings. Thoughts and not words, arguments and not 
ornament, were the things which engaged their most earnest atten- 
tion. Neither of them borrowed his pen from the wing of the eagle : 
nor did father or son, so far as we know, ever spend an hour in wish- 
ful gazing at the'heights of Parnassus. It was the “‘ hill of Zion” which 
they loved—it was the holy ‘ mount of God’ towards which their 
kindling eyes were oft directed ; and it was to sit down there and 
shout redeeming love, that they ardently aspired. It was not to make 
a vain parade of their prowess that they engaged in controversy ; but 
to defend what they believed to be important truth ; and they never 
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entered the field, till they had carefully reconnoitered every position, 
and thoroughly proved their own armour. The first advances of 
both were slow, but direct and sure. Neither of them ever attempt- 
ed to frighten or trample down his antagonist by a furious onset-—nor 
to carry a strong place by assault. Every thing of this kind was en- 
tirely foreign from the temperament of these two distinguished 
champions of the truth. But when they had once buckled on their 
armour, neither of them ever thought of putting it off, till the enemy 
should be effectually discomfited. 

In managing a controversy, the method of both, was nearly the 
same. ‘The point in dispute was first clearly stated, the thing to be 
proved or disproved, was placed by itself in a strong light, and then 
the principal terms to be used were carefully defined. After that, 
the opponent was generally met upon his own ground. His state- 
ments and arguments were compared and analyzed. He was often 
proved to be unacquainted with his subject—inconclusive and even 
absurd in his reasoning ; and palpably inconsistent with himself. This 
being done, the step with the Edwardses was, to bring out their own 
strength, and to show by many separate and almost independent 
trains of argument, that the scheme which they were opposing, was 
contrary to reason, at war with common sense, and above all, contra- 
dictory to the plainest declarations of Scripture. For the correct- 
ness of this statement, we need only refer our readers to the trea- 
tises of President Edwards. on the Will and Original Sin ; to that of 
Dr. Edwards on Liberty and Necessity, and to his answer to Dr. 
Chauncey’s book on Universal Salvation. 

Moreover, neither father nor son, was scarcely ever satisfied with 
merely proving his point; so that often when it would seem as if 
every one must be already convinced, we find from five to fifteen 
strong reasons still to be adduced, besides hints at many others, which 
might be brought forward in case of need. And what must have 
been extremely mortifying, not to say provoking to an opponent, in 
the writings of the Edwardses, is, that they would anticipate more ob- 
jections, than he ever dreamed of himself, and then answer them in 
such a way, as to discourage every attempt atreply. We have often, 
from our very hearts pitied the prostrate theologian ; and have been 
ready to sue for quarters in his behalf, when we found that he was 
too far gone to speak for himself. 

Neither of the Edwardses appears to have relied at all upon his 
genius ; but they were both indefatigable in their studies. In these 
too, and in their exercise and rest, they were as systematic as possi- 
ble. They rose early, and lived by rule, as every man must, who 
would enjoy aclear mind, and accomplish much ina little time. 
They were not afraid to let it be known that they had their hours, 
sacred to study and meditation. In this way they avoided needless in- 
terruptions, as most other men in the sacred office might do, and thus 
bring much more to pass than is generally accomplished. In looking 
over the controversial writings of the times in which they lived, and 
thence passing down to the present hour, it is curious to observe how 
few attempts have been made formally to answer any of those larger 
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works in which they put forth their strength. Nibbling enough 
about the points of their arguments there certainly has been—but for 
the most part it has been extremely chary: and we suspect that the 
few who have taken hold in earnest, have in the end, found pretty 
good reason to repent of their temerity. Or to change the figure, 
it is quite amusing, when some slight impression is made upon an Ed- 
wardean outpost, to hear the shouts of victory, as if the citadel itself 
had been carried by storm. To forget, has been found vastly easier 
than to answer ; and of this convenient forgetfulness, particularly on 
the subject of innate depravity, the religious public will recollect one 
recent and memorable example in the occupant of the Theological 
Chair in a distinguished literary institution.* 

We have said, that in our opinion, the first President Edwards was 
a greater man than the second ; but if the father had higher powers 
of invention, the son was perhaps most acute and dexterous as a lo- 
gician. If the former could dive deeper and bring up more pearls 
from the bottom, he could not arrange them when procured, with 
greater skill and advantage. If his eye was more excursive, it was 
not keener. If he could lift the telescope easier, we doubt whether 
he could manage the microscope quite so well. But we have already 
pursued the parallel further than we had intended when we began 
this article, although it is a theme which exceedingly interests our 
own minds, and which is far from being exhausted. 


———- 


AMERICAN MISSIONS. 


Tre Missionary Herald, for January, 1823, contains a “ view of the missions 
under the direction of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mis- 
sions.” The system of,operation adopted by the Board, is considered under two 
divisions—its Home Department, and its Foreign Department. Under the 
head of Home Department, are placed the executive officers of the institution 
to wit :— 

Home Department—JeREMian Evarts, Esq. at the Missionary Rooms, No. 69 
Market-street, Boston, is Corresponding Secretary of the Board, and Clerk of the 
Prudential Committee. To him should be addressed all communications which 
relate to the appointment of inissionaries and assistants, and to the general con- 
cerns of the Board. 

Henry Hitt, Esq., at the Missonary Rooms, is treasurer of the Board ; to 
whom all letters relating to donations, or to any pecuniary concerns of the Board 
should be addressed. 

The following gentlemen compose the Prudential Committee of the Board,— 
The hon. Wittiam Reep, the Rev Lronarp Woops, D D. Jeremian Evarts, 
Esq., Samvuet Houssarp, Esq., and the Rev. Warren Fay. Though the commit- 
tee have not stated weekly meetings, the exigencies of the missions require, that 
meetings should be held, on the average, about once each week, through the year. 

In addition to the above, the increasing labour at the Missionary Rooms, de- 
mand that there be stated and competent assistants employed.—The establish- 


* See Dr. Ware’s answer and rejoinder to the letters of Dr. Woods. 
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ment at home, must bear some proportion to the number and extent of the esta- 
blishments abroad. 

We have selected the “ introductory remarks” and conclusion of the “ view,”’ 
as containing a concise and eloquent appeal to the Christian public in behalf of 
the system of missions under the American Board, which we hope will not be dis- 
regarded. Our notice of the Foreign Depariment of the Board will be reserved 
for the Survey at the close of the volume. 


Tue Board was instituted in June, 1810 ; and was incorporated, by the 
Legislature of Massachusetts, June 20, 1812. Its beginnings, as is well 
known, were small, and the anticipations of its supporters not remarka- 
bly sanguine : but its resources and operations have regularly increas- 
ed, till, in respect to the number of its patrons—the amount of its funds 
—and the extent of its influence, it is entitled to a place among the prin- 
cipal benevolent institutions of the earth. Its patrons are found in all 
parts of the country ; its funds, though small compared with the exigen- 
cies of its missions, with the wants of a dying world, and with what we 
trust they are yet to be, are highly respectable; and it exerts a direct 
influence upon a multitude of immortal minds, among Pagans, Mahom- 
medans, and Jews ; and an influence, both direct and retiective, perhaps 
upon a still greater multitude, in this Christian land. All this calls fora 
grateful remembrance, and for devout thanksgiving; but, God forbid 
that the Board, or its officers, or missionaries, or patrons, should arrogate 
praise to themselves on account of it. He that glorieth let him glory 
in the Lord. O Lord, righteousness belongeth unto thee, but unto us 
confusion of faces. 

The American Board of Foreign Missions, however, can neithér 
claim, nor does it desire, exclusive patronage. There are other 
Foreign Missionary Societies, for whom there is room, for whom there 
is work enough, and for whose separate existence there are, doubt- 
less, conclusive reasons. There are also Societies for Domestic 
Missions, which, by increasing the number and strength of the 
churches at home, are an important and necessary aid to foreign Mis- 
sions. There are, also, Tract Societies, and Bible Societies, and—at 
the foundation, as it appears to us, of the great system of moral means 
organized for the renovation of the world—Education Societies. All 
these are but different departments of the same administration ; and 
have a mutual dependance, and a mutualinfluence ; and perfectly har- 
monize in their tendencies and results. All have claims upon the 
churches,—claims which are not to be set aside. None haye been 
patronized too much ; but some have been neglected to the great de- 
triment of the whole system. ‘This has been the case, more espe- 
cially, with societies, whose object is the education of young men for 
the ministry. If past facts will furnish any rational ground for con- 
jecture in respect to what is yet to come, we should suppose that, as 
a general thing, the great agents in benevolent enterprises, will here- 
after be the men, who have been aided, in their preparations for use- 
fulness, by the hand of charity. At any rate, most of the agents, and 
missionaries of the American Board of Foreign Missions, have been, 


at some period of their education, and in a greater or less degree, 
charity scholars. 
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While, therefore, we respectfully and earnestly call upon our 
friends and patrons to continue and increase their benefactions to that 
department of the great Christian cause, in which we are engaged; 
while we bring before them often, and with much importunity, the 
claims of our missionaries ; of their schools ; of the heathen popu- 
lation around them ; of districts and nations near and remote, sitting 
in darkness, and from their deep gloom sending forth the entreaty, 
“* Come over and help us ;”” and of a world in arms against all that is 
good and glorious—a world, wretched, helpless but not beyond re- 
covery :—we would be understood as pleading, not simply for our 
own institution, but for all institutions designed to promote the same 
general object,—-THE GLORY OF GOD IN THE SALVATION OF MEN. We 
admire that systematic charity, which contributes in aid of all good ob- 
jects, because they are good and praiseworthy ; and to each, accord- 
ing to its relative claim. Were the whole patronage of the benevo- 
lent given to one object, it would be like pouring the entire waters 
of a continent into a single river. If we would be truly faithful, we 
must exercise our judgments. Christian charity is nota blind impulse ; 
but is characterized in Scripture, as the wisdom that is from above, 
—such wisdom as is in heaven,—which is pure, peaceable, gentle, 
easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, 
and without hypocrisy.—Entering upon a new year, we can, therefore, 
wish our friends and patrons nothing better; (and we desire this wish 
to be reciprocated,) than that they may be filled with this wisdom, 
and may walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in 
every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God :—strengthen- 
ed with all might according to his glorious power, unto all patience and 
long suffering, with joyfulness. As we commence the year, so we 
shall probably end it,—if, indeed, we end it in this world. How im- 
portant, then, that we rightly commence a year, which may be our 
last! 

The superintendence of this system of missions, as may easily 
be conceived, involves cares, labours, and responsibilities, enough to 
make any man exclaim, ‘“‘ Who is sufficient for these things ?”’—The 
support of the missions,—so numerous are the families and schools 
connected with them; so remote from the country and from each 
other; so cut off, generally, from civilized society ; and so entirely 
dependant on the churches,—must require great expenditure, and 
liberal and unremitted contributions.—Their enlargement—such an 
enlargement as will bring forward the conversion of the world from 
a distant age to one near the present,—calls for missionaries and funds, 
in an unprecedented ratio of increase.—-O that the exigencies of a 
dying world were seen and felt by churches professing to have been 
washed in atoning blood ; and that the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who, though he was rich, for our sakes became poor, that we, through 
his poverty, might be rich, did excite in all his professed followers 
bowels of mercies for millions on the verge of an endless ruin! 

THE HARVEST TRULY IS PLENTEOUS, BUT THE LABOURERS ARE FEW: 
PRAY YE, THEREFORE, THE Lorp OF THE HARVEST, THAT HE WILL 
SEND FORTH LABOURERS tnTO His warvest. (Matt. ix. 37.) 


















Mission Church. 


For the Christian Herald. 
MISSION CHURCH. 


‘Tae Mission Church and Congregation worshipping in Bancker- 
street, having arrived at a crisis, when they must either cease to exist 
as adistinct society, or erect a house of worship in a situation more eli- 
gible than the one which they now occupy—and being desirous of ef- 
fecting the latter object—though in themselves unable—respectfully 
take leave to. present to the Christian Public a brief statement of 
their case. 

It is, perhaps, generally known, that the Mission House in Bancker- 
street, was erected by the ‘‘ Female Missionary Society, for the poor 
of the city of New-York and its vicinity,” with the special design of 
giving the Gospel to a degraded and neglected class of the pepulation 
in this part of the city—and for this purpose it was judged expedient 
to locate the House of worship in their midst—but experience has 

roved, that however well intended, the location was unfortunate. 
hile those, whose spiritual benefit was primarily consulted, have 
not availed themselves of the privilege to any considerable extent, 
the situation of the House has prevented the attendance of a number 
of the more decent and orderly classes of the poor in the surround- 
ing streets, who have, at different times, expressed a desire to become 
connected with us. 

The population in the immediate vicinity of the Mission House 
chiefly consists, either of persons belonging to the Roman Catholic 
Church, and as such utterly refuse to have any connexion with a 
place of worship of the Protestant order, or of persons of colour— 
whose habits are of the most obdurate and unyielding kind—and on 
whom but little, if any impression has been made. Besides, the po- 
palation generally is of a floating character, which forbids our having 
intercourse for any length of time with the same individuals. 

Notwithstanding the disadvantages of the location, through the la- 
bours of the missionary whom the Ladies have steadily employed, a 
small church and congregation have been collected, but not from the 
inhabitants in the immediate vicinity of the Mission House. The 
number of members in the church, several having taken dismissions, 
is now rising forty—and about thirty have been ingathered through the 
means which have been employed. 

The church and congregation are happily united—and desire to re> 

main united as a distinct society ; but this cannot be unless their loca- 
tion is changed, and a house of worship erected in a situation where 
those who now refuse to go to the Mission House, and are unpro- 
vided elsewhere,would be disposed to go. Of such families, it is be- 
lieved, the number is not inconsiderable. To evince, farther, the ne- 
cessity of this change of location, the following facts may be stated. 1. 
The lease of the lot on which the church stands will expire about a 
year hence, and a very distinct intimation has been given, that it will 
not be renewed. 2. The Female Society, who have bitherto sup- 
ported the mission, are unable to continue that support after the pre- 
sent year. And 3. The congregation, in their present state, cannot 
support the institution. 


Von. IX. 70 
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In casting an eye over this part of the city, there are situations, 
where, it is believed, without the smallest infringement on other con- 
gregations, a church might be planted—which would soon fill up, 
and prove a blessing to many who are ready to perish. One of 
these, this congregation is desirous of obtaining—and are willing to 
contribute towards this object, to the extent of their ability, but, with 
their small number and limited means, they do not feel warranted in 
going forward, without encouragement and assistance from the pious 
and benevolent of other congregations. And dependent, as they must 
necessarily be, in a considerable measure, on the liberality of others, 
it is their purpose to erect. not a splendid and costly building, but 
ene which will be commodious, and adapted to the circumstances of 
such as are able to pay but a small.sum for the enjoyment of Gospel 
privileges. 

Signed in behalf of the Church and Congregation. 
SAMUEL L. KENNEDY, ¥§ , 
DANIEL TURNIER, } Elders 
SAMUEL TATE, § 7. 4, 
PETER CONOVER, } uaa 
New-York, 28th January, 1823. 
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Annual Meeting. 


Tue more public services connected with the Annual Meeting of the 
Baptist Missionary Society were preceded, this year, by an open 
Meeting of the Committee, held at the Missionary Rooms, in Ward- 
robe-place. About fifty friends, principally ministers from the coun- 
try, assembled on Tuesday morning, June 18, at eleven, when much 
information respecting the affairs of the Society was communicated, 
and some important suggestions were thrown out. The beneficial 
tendency of this new arrangement was perceived and acknowledged, 
and we hope that, in a future year, it will be repeated, and that some 
place of meeting may be found, capable of accommodating a larger 
number. 

On Wednesday morning, at eleven, a very large congregation assem- 
bled at Great Queen-street Chapel, which had been lent, both for the 
Sermon and Annual Meeting, in the most liberal way, by the trustees. 
Fhe sermon was preached by the Rev. W. Jay of Bath. 

Mr. Jay is known by many 10 have been long in habits of friend- 
ship with most of the earlier conductors of the Mission ; and has, on 
several previous occasions, advocated the cause of the Society, at 
different places in the country, with zeal and success. The prompti- 
tude with which he complied with the request of the Committee to 
undertake this service, entitled him to our warmest thanks ; and we 
trust that these occasional interchanges of public labours, of which, 
we believe, our Wesleyan brethren first set the example,* will serve 
to strengthen mutual attachment between the friends of the Redeemer 
of different denominations. 
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At six in the evening, a numerous congregation assembled at Zion 
Chapel. A serious and instructive sermon was delivered by the Rev. 
Micah Thomas of Abergavenny, from James v. 20. A prayer meet- 
ing was held at Eagle-street on Thursday morning, for the special pur- 
pose of imploring the Divine blessing on the Society, and its Mission- 
aries. The venerable Dr. Ryland delivered a most suitable and 
animated address, from Acts xxi. 28; Men of Israel help. 

Soon after the prayer-meeting was closed, a very large and re- 
spectable auditory assembled at the Chapel in Great Queen-street. 
A verse having been sung, the Rey. Thomas Blundell of Nerthamp- 
ton, implored a blessing on the proceedings of the day, and Benjamin 
Shaw, Esq. Treasurer to the Society, was called to the Chair. 

Mr. Shaw opened the business of the meeting by observing, that 
the audience was convened to hear the Report of the Committee for 
the past year. It would be for the meeting to decide whether they 
had conducted themselves as good stewards of their bounty, and 
whether their assiduity has been such, as to justify a renewal of their 
confidence, and of their subscriptions. He remarked that, by the 
blessing of God, we had arrived at what may be considered the 
thirtieth Anniversary of the Society ; and that the satisfaction arising 
from a retrospect of, the goodness of God towards the Institution, was 
much increased by witnessing the deep and lively interest felt in the 
work of Missions by the Christian public at large; as shown by the 
establishment of various other Societies of the same description. He 
congratulated his friends around him that, while the Society bore a 
distinctive name, and was called ‘* The Baptist Missionary Society,” 
yet that its object was, to make proselytes to Christianity, not to our 
own particular tenets or denomination. Mr. Shaw proceeded to ex- 
press the pleasure he had felt yesterday, in witnessing, what he con- 
sidered a happy instance of Christian liberality, an independent 
minister preaching in a Wesleyan Chapel for a Baptist Society ; and 
after a variety of other appropriate remarks, called on the Secretary 
to read the Report. 

The junior Secretary then read the Report from the pulpit. It 
contained an interesting account of the present state of the Missions 
on the Continent of India, in Ceylon, Java, Sumatra, the West Indies, 
&c., together with a statement of the measures which had been 
adopted at home for promoting the interests of the Society; and 
though nearly an hour was occupied in the delivery, it was heard 
throughout with profound attention. 

In rising to present, as Treasurer, an account of the income and ex- 
penditure of the Society, the Chairman observed, that he felt some 
little embarrassment in bringing down the minds of the audience from 
the heavenly contemplation excited by the close of the Report, to a 
mere detail of figures. Such, however, was his duty; and he must 

proceed to discharge it, in the hope that his respected friends who 


* By inviting Mr Ward to preach at their Annual Meeting in 1820. Mr. Hal} 
of Leicester is engaged, we understand, to preach for the Bristo) Auxiliary to the 
London Missionary Society, in September next. 
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would shortly address them, would revive, by their speeches, the 
pleasant and animating feelings to which he had alluded. 

From the statement of accounts then made by Mr. Shaw, it appear- 
ed that the receipts of the Society, in the year just closed, had been 
greater than in any preceding year, except the last, in which extra- 
ordinary donations and collections had been made to the amount of 
£2000. The amount now received was about £11,600; exceeding 
the expenditure by £1000; but as the Treasurer had immediately to 
make a large remittance to India, and was under acceptance for bills 
drawn from thence, the amount of debt at present due from the Socie- 
ty might still be stated at £4000. 

A number of resolutions were moved and seconded by the follow- 
ing gentlemen :—Rey. Mess. Kinghorn, Cox, Bunting, Brit, Saffery, 
Upton, Tyso, Hogg, and Ivemy, and Edward Phillips, William Wilber- 
force, Joseph Butterworth, John Sheppard, and William Burls, Esqrs, 
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(Concluded from p. 528.) 


Tus we have stated a few inducements to united exertion, but you 
may all of you truly say, after reading this unvarnished statement of a 
few facts, “ that the half has not been told us.” We are confident that if 
the situation of our whole country, and the world, could be laid before 
you, and carried home to every family, and every individual of each fa- 
mily in this state and its vicinity, who are united with us in the doctrine 
of Christ, and could each individual know what needs to be done, and 
the importance of it; what is now done, and by whom it is done; there 
would be no want of funds to accomplish all the benevolent objects con- 

templated by this Convention. “There is a shield and a spear in the 
hand of more than fifty thousand of our Israel!”? They have only to 
use the means which they have, and all will be done, that needs to be 
done, for the enlargement of the borders of the kingdom of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

Let each individual contribute two cents yearly, and more than one 
thousand dollars will be raised. Let each give twelve and a half cents, 
and six thousand dollars will be the yearly amount, which, if applied 
wholly to support Missionaries, will enable the Convention to send out 
about thirty. On all stations something would be given, and in some 
more than two-thirds of a support, where now nothing is done, If 
each individual would give fifty cents, the yearly amount would be more 
than twenty-five thousand dollars. And, it seems, that a sum equal to 
fifty cents ought to be given by every person who enjoys health or pro- 
perty, the gift of God. Thisis a small return for even temporal mer- 
cies! But O how great the debt of gratitude you owe to that Saviour, 
who redeemed you by his precious blood! It is for his cause we ask 
this bounty ; and in His name we solicit each Church and individual not 
to withhold it. It is a small sum for each brother and sister to intrust 
in the hands of the fathers in Israel, to be by them laid up in heaven by 
being bestowed for the advancement of the kingdom of Jesus on earth. 





U. States.—Address to the Baptist Associations, &c. 557 


We have no doubt, that could information be carried home to the bosom 
of every family, of what is needed to enlighten and save the poor hea- 
then, sacrificing themselves and their children to devils !—the. 

and their children, in this land and others, doomed to perpetual 
slavery on earth;-—on whom no ray of hope can gleam, unless they 
should be enlightened by the Gospel !— could yousee how much is need- 
ed to illuminate, and save the poor, who live on our frontiers, who are 
unable to support the Gospel among themselves, and who now know not 
its value; at the same time, could you be made to know the certain effi- 
cacy, which God has given, and will give to the contributions, labours 
and prayers of his children, there surely would be no delay in coming 
up to the help of the Lord against the mighty! Could the daughters of 
Israel in our community, know how many of the heathea are receivin 
the Gospel of Christ, and how many thousands of the benighted inhabit- 
ants of this land have been enlightened, and are now rejoicing in God, 
through fhe instrumentality of female disciples! surely they would wish 
to be active in this glorious work ? Surely they would not be denied the 
satisfaction of sharing with their sisters, in the reflection of having borne 
their part in the work of renovatinga world! and, ‘at last, of participat- 
ing that reward, which Christ will bestow on all such as “have done 
what they could.” ‘The circulation of general information on the sub- 
jects which are connected with Missionary operations, has been univer- 
sally accompanied by a corresponding eyes We therefore hope, 
that the pastors of churches, and brethren, who have the means of infor- 
mation themselves, will endeavour that no one remain ignorant of the’ 
spiritual wants of the greatest—far the greatest portion of our sinful 
world ; and the abundant success, which the God of Heaven has grant- 
ed to the past efforts of his saints. Such has been the effect of the 
communication of intelligence on these subjects, that even youth and 
children in many places, inspired with a holy ardour, have stretched out 
their hands to the poor; yea they have reached them forth to theneedy. 
Let every brother and sister, and friend of religion, consider, that no 
Christian “liveth unto himself.” ‘That the Lord loveth a cheerful giver 
—that to “do good and communicate, are sacrifices well pleasing in the 
sight of the Lord.” Let them remember that the Scripture saith on the 
subject, “ Be not deceived, God is not mocked; for whatsoever a man 
soweth that also shall he reap. He that soweth to the flesh, shall of 
the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit, shall of the 
Spirit reap life everlasting.” We entreat you to consider how your 
prayers for the spread of the Gospel, must appear to a holy God, if you 
neglect to use the only means by which He is pleased to: spread his 
Gospel. Will it be any thing short of calling God to witness a scene of 
solemn mockery ? , 

We earnestly beseech the first brother in each church, to whom this 
paper shall come, to say, “I will be the man who will lay this subject 
before every individual of the church and congregation, with which I 
am connected, and solicit their aid in this glorious work!” We thank 
you, brother, and pray God to give you success, and a glorious reward. 

Yours, affectionately, 
S. MUNRO, President. 


E. F. Wiuey, Secretary. 
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Sunday Schools. 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 
(Concluded from page 524.) 


AnoTHER important item in the Sunday School system is, the dis- 
tribution of tracts; of the effects of which we ‘here cite one in- 
stance. 

A teacher calling at the house of a very bad and undutiful child, 
the mother said, ‘“ what a beautiful book Joseph had last Sunday.” 
(It was the story of Henry Fairchild, and of Charles Truman, which 
had been given by the visiting committee, as a reward for getting 
Scripture proofs.) ‘‘Oh! sir, it has done him so much good—he 
read it to me after he came home, and cried most all the time—and 
when he had done, he came and kissed me, and said, he would try to 
be like Charles Truman, and do as much good as he could, And 
only think, sir,” added the weeping mother, ‘‘he has nevér been so 
good in all the world—I have found no fault with him these four 
days—and if he would always find such books to read,1 can have much 
comfort with him. And they are good, too, for us all to read, and 
quite improving.” One school has distributed, within the last 
eighteen months, about 12,000 pages of tracts, besides about 40 Bi- 
bles and 60 Testaments. 

A superintendent observes: ‘‘ we haye distributed, with our own 
hands, at least 50,000 pages of tracts, within the year, yet this is but 
as a drop in the ocean. Fifty times as many would by no means be a 
waste, for they would be as bread cast upon the waters, to return af- 
ter many days.”” The teachers of this school are all, without a sin- 
gle exception, dependent on their daily labour for the means of sup- 
port, and live, as we say, fram hand to mouth; yet they have sent 
forty dollars to Philadelphia for tracts and reward books for the 
children—and four guineas to England, for the same purpose ; be- 
sides the no small amount they paid here for tracts, &c., at our de- 
pository. 

Another superintendent observes: ‘‘ there is the strongest reason 
to believe that the liberal distribution of tracts among the poorer 
classes of society, would be of the highest importance to them ; it is 
the simplest and most effectual means of enlightening their minds— 
impressing correct and pious sentiments—of producing honest feel- 
ings, and strong convictions, and reforming their vicious propensities. 
Parents often inquire when the children are to get more new ones— 
It is to be regretted that our depository does not afford some original 
tracts, adapted to our own manners and customs—they would be 
abundantly more useful.”’ 

Of five blind boys, who were received into one of the schools about 
two years ago, four have been restored to sight, through the means 
of the Eye Infirmary, and are now enabled to read. One of them, 
whose circumstances precluded him from social intercourse, was fast 
approaching to idiocy, and at first (being led) came by almost com- 
pulsion, is now blessed with sight, and is reading his Bible, and comes 
regularly every sabbath nearly two miles, to attend the school. The 
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ene who is entirely blind takes a deep interest in the school, and can 
learn a chapter every sabbath. There are, no doubt, very many of 
these unfortunate children who might be greatly benefited by Sunday 
School instruction, and who, as these four have been, brought to the 
light of the natural sun may be raised to behold and enjoy the light of 
the Sun of righteousness for ever. 

A superintendent says: we have opened a school where 80 of our. 
boys are taught reading, writing, and arithmetic, five nights in the 
week, and Saturday afternoon. Some of these attend also the free 
school, and at church and school all day on Sunday, with the utmost 
cheerfulness, and would think it a hardship to be denied the privilege 
of the school a single evening. 

Of these 80 children, we seldom have two absent, which is an evi- 
dence of our powerful influence over both children and parents, and 
of their attachments to the Sunday School. And further, we are al- 
ways consulted by the families, in every step they take in regard to 
their children. But our influence does not stop with our school in- 
struction. We frequently receive letters from both parents and 
children, after they have left the school, dictated in the most pleasing 
terms ; and also many little presents, as tokens of their esteem and 
gratitude. These are a few items of the good done by our Sunday 
Schools. And oh that the highand the honourable, the wise and the 
good, could be persuaded to enlist in the work of these home missions— 
to labour in these immense fields, already white to the harvest, till the 
moral wilderness part of our land be made to bud and blossom as the 
rose. QO! I could earnestly pray that rich and poor might lend us 
their mite, which in due time would return sevenfold into their 
bosom. ; 

As another evidence of the abiding effect of the Sunday School 
system, we mention—that a teacher received, a few days ago, about 
half a bushel of nuts, some apples, &c., as a present from a boy who 
has been absent from the city more than a year. Similar instances 
of marked attachment might we recite. 

In addition to these, we have a number of very interesting letters, 
from both parents and children, which we would here introduce, 
but from apprehension of extending our report to too great a length. 

The children of one school contributed three dollars, to aid the 
Palestine mission, which lately sailed from this port. And those of 
another, centributed seven dollars in aid of the Oneida Indians. 

It becomes the duty of the committee, in behalf of those with whom 
they are associated for the accomplishment of so noble an end, to en- 
deavour to impress upon the minds of our fellow-citizens, the vast im- 
portance of those institutions. We believe the Sunday Schools to be 
the institutions to which the great Head of all things has affixed his seal 
—as second to none other of the present day. And we further believe, 
that if their importance were known by our citizens, they would be 
duly appreciated; and that provision, ample provision, would be 
made, to relieve some of our devoted teachers, if not from a portion 
of their arduous labours, at least from the expense of tracts, &c.. 
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which they cannot afford te bestow without detriment to themselves 
or their families. 

We do hope and trust, that the time is not far distant, when those 
who have the ability todo much in this good cause, without detriment 
to themselves, or others, will awake and be alive to this subject—when 
our churches and all Christians will awake and come up to our help. 

From whence flows that spirit of Gospel enterprise which has gone 
abroad over the face of the earth, bearing the werd of life, and send- 
ing forth the devoted heralds of the cross, throughout the vast re- 
gions of Europe, Asia, Africa, and the islands of the sea? Comes it 
not from Sunday School institutions ? What shall we say of Patter. 
son and Henderson, those devoted servants, so distinguished for their 
activity and success in distributing the Bible through a vast portion 
of Europe? Where did they get initiated into the mysteries of that 
warfare against the power of darkness ?—In a Sunday School! 

Through what medium did Dr. Morrison receive that divine com- 
mission which led and supported him, in preparing the way for car- 
rying the glad tidings of Salvation to more than three hundred mil- 
hons of souls in China? A Sunday School! t 

It is yet but a short time since Robert Raikes opened the first Sun- 
day School in England ; and yet it is computed that nineteen twenti- 
eths of all the missionaries who have gone forth from Great Britain, 
over the eastern hemisphere, became pious in Sunday Schools ; and 
that two thirds of the orthodox clergy now in England, under 40 years 
of age, became pious in Sunday Schools. 

Samuel Bacon, late agent of our government to the shores of 
Africa, (to whose cause he fell a victim,) received much of the tui- 
tion which rendered him so eminently qualified for that responsible 
station, through his connexion with Sunday Schools, in which he was 
so conspicuously active. 

Many of the revivals of religion, for which the last two years have 
been so singularly distinguished in our country, have had their origin 
in Sunday Schools. In one instance, where 100 were received into 
communion with the church, 98 were at the time, or had been, con- 
riected with the Sunday School—and in another, out of 35, 27 were 
from the Sunday School. 

Of 30 youths, composing one Sunday School, and one of the 
teachers, who was before careless, all have become hopefully pious, 
and all, except one, have joined the church. 

But to bring the subject, if possible, nearer home, we may state, 
that in our city about 600 of the teachers and learners have been re- 
ceived into the different churches, from our Sunday Schools, and 
about thirty left the schools to prepare for their ministry.  —, 

Such are some of the first fruits of this benign institution, whieh 16 
as yet but in its infancy. What then shall we behold, if we extend 
our contemplations buta little way into futurity ? 

With this view, who, whether male or female, can say of New-York, 
we have done enough? Which of our rulers cansay he has done 
enough, while there is a child in the city untaught in the elements of 

















Summary. Set 
useful knowledge ? What individual who shares in the egpenses and 
burthens of the community, can say he or she has done enough, se 
long as there is to be found a child growing up with a mind unculti- 
vated, and uninstructed in some useful employment? What phi- 
lanthropist can say he has done enough, while there is a child unin- 
structed in moral principles, and untrained to moral habits? But 
above all, what Christian can say enough is done—till all are provided 
with the means of grace, and till all are so instructed, as to be enabled 
to use those means, and apply them for the good of their own souls 
and the souls of others ? 

If it be asked what is to be done; the answer is ready—fill your 
depository with tracts for gratuitous distribution, at the disposal of the 
Sunday School.—support the schools with not only ample means ; 
but efficient teachers. And not only this, but build up one hundred 
more schools, and scour out every haunt of wretchedness—nor cease 
to search and bring into the schools, so long as can be found a ragged 
child, or any proper subject for this beneficent enterprise. 


SUMMARY. 


In Press, and will be published next week, ‘‘ Sermons ror CHILDREN, designed to 
promote their immediate piety,” by Samuel Nott, Jr. This we understand is to 
be a neat 18mo. volume of 160 pages, printed’on fine paper and a large fair type, 
at the moderate price of fifty cents. We have had the pleasure of hearing a 
part of this volume, and reading one or two of the sermons ourselves, and judg- 
ing from this specimen, we should say, that the author has most happily succeed- 
ed in this difficult species of composition. The volume is calculated to remove 
the false, but common idea, that children cannot be converted until they are 14 
or 15 years of age; and also to raise the standard of juvenile attainment in piety 
and wisdom. 

Philadelphia Auxiliary Society for Meliorating the Condition of the Jews. The 
Rev, Mr. Frey, agent of the A. S. M. C. J. since he set out on his tour to 
the South, has preached at several places in New-Jersey, and assisted in in forming 
Auxiliaries ; and since his arrival in Philadelphia, he has preached in a number of 
the churches, and on Wednesday evening the 11th Dec. a meeting took place at the 
Washington Hall, to take measures, for carrying into effect the plans of the A. S. 
M.C. J. The place was crowded at an early hour, and about 7 o’clock, Robert 
Ralston, Esq. was called to the Chair, and Mr. Thomas Bradford, Jr. wag ap- 
pointed Secretary. 

The Meeting was opened with prayer, by the Rev. Dr. Green. 

The Chairman having stated the object of the meeting, referred for information 
respecting the American Society for Meliorating the Condition of the Jews, to the 
Rev. Mr. Frey, their Agent. 

Mr Frey came forward and addressed the Meeting in an interesting and im- 
pressive manner, on the origin, nature, necessity and importance of the above So- 
ciety, and the obligations of Christians to afford immediate aid, and concluded by 
expressing his hope that the present meeting would, by an unanimous vote, form 
themselves into an Auxiliary Society to the beforementioned Institution. 


As soon as Mr. Frey sat down, it was moved and seconded, and unanimously 
carried— 


Vor. IX. 71 
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That this Meeting do form itself into a Society Auxiliary to the American Soeci- 
ty for Meliorating the Condition of the Jews, to continue so for three years. A 
committee was then appointed, consisting of the Rev. Drs. Green, Wylie, Broad- 
head, and Dr. Sergeant and Messrs. William Green Duncan, A. Browne and B. 
Naglee, to draft a Constitution, and present the same to this Meeting. 

In the interim, Mr. Frey again addressed the Meeting, especially the Ladies, of 
whom there was a considerable number, contrasting the present degraded state of 
the Jewesses, with the knowledge, piety and zeal of those mentioned in the Bible, 
and showing that it is the Gospel which hath raised Christian females to that un- 
paralleled degree of knowledge, happiness and usefulness so conspicuously dis- 
played in our day. 

The committee reported a -:onstitution, which was adopted, and the officers 
chosen. Rospert Ratston, Esq., is President—AtexanpeR Henry, Esq., 
Treasurer —Tuomas Brapvrorp, Esq. Secretary. 

City Dispensary. Six thousand nine hundred and sixty-one persons have re- 
ceived medical aid from this excellent establishment during the past year. The 
expenditures have been $2,565, which, being $160 more than the receipts, leave 
that sum now due the Treasurer. 

Thanksgiving. The Governor of South Carolina has appointed Wednesday 
next, to be observed by all the citizens throughout that state, as a day of public 
thanksgiving, humiliation and prayer. 

The preacher to the Poor. At a late meeting of the Common Council, an appro- 
priation of $300 was made to the Rev. Jonn Stanrorp, with expressions of ap- 
probation for his benevolent labours in preaching in the Penitentiary, Alms- 
Efouse, Debtors Prison, &c. 

Seventh Ward Bible Association. The following is a list of the officers and ma- 
nagers of this Association for the ensuing year. 

Rev. Mr. Gray, President. 
M‘Morray, Ist Vice President. 
Dr. M‘Autey, 2nd_ do. do. 
Mr. Truair, 3rd do. do. 
: G. Feny, 4th do. do. 
J. K. Cowrpgrtuwaite, 5th do. do. 
Wicriam Torairy, Treasurer. 
:: Harris Scovett, Secretary. 

ManNacers. sida Samuel Milbank, J. R. Le Count, J. Bremner, S. Wines, 
T. Hedges, D. Lyon, G. S. Mount, I. Aikman, I. Furman, I. M. Tuthill, I. Dough- 
erty, T. Price, 1. Buckmaster, 1. W. Dominick, BD. Hagerman, S. Price, William 
Palmer, M. C. Thompson, William Miller, I. Platt, S. Lupton, Dr. Ducachet, Dr. 
Conger, I. Leveridge, I. C. Hoffman. 

Ordination. The Reverend Associate Reformed Presbytery of Saratoga held 
a meeting on the 2d January, in the Rev. Mr. Forrest’s church in Roseville, Del. co. 
and ordained Wittiam Nessit and Henry S. Witkins, to the office of the Holy 
Ministry ; the former is to be installed in the vacant congregation of Seneca, Onta- 
rio county and the latter in the newly erected congregation of York, Livingston 
county. A sermon was preached by the Rev. Professor Proudfit, of Union College, 
from Acts xx, 23.— Take heed therefore unto yourselves, &c—The Rev. Mr. Macau- 
Jey put the questions of the Formula to the candidates and presided inthe Ordi- 
nation. An impressive charge was_ delivered by the Rev. James Mairs; and the 
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service was concluded by the Rev. Robert Forrest with prayer and praise, &c. A 
more than usual solemnity accompanied the exercises of the day. It must be grati- 
fying tothe friends of the Associate Reformed Church to be informed, that in seve- 
ral places of this Presbytery there is great attention to the interests of religion. 

Mount Vesuvius. A new eruption of Mount Vesuvius took place in October last. 
The 20th of that month “ prayer and thanksgivings were offered to heaven in he 
the church of St. Janurias [Naples} for having preserved the city from the threat- " 
ening danger, &c.’’"—The particulars of this eruption are given in various conti- 
nental publications, and represent it as being truly awfnl and calamitous. 













Errata. In the Narrative, “ Revival of Religion,” at Somerville, N. J., Nov. 
2d, p. 467 of this volume, for sizty of the Ethiopian race, read forty-two—and in 
the P. S., for twenty-five miles in circumference, read twenty miles square. 
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Europe.—T he Congress at Verona has nearly closed its session, and 
indeed it is reported to have been terminated. No information of 
authenticity has yet transpired as to the grand results. It is said, 
however, that France is to be permitted to correct the affairs of 
Spain, in order to enforce upon the latter country more deference to 
the will of its king, and to prevent the revolutionary feelings of its 
population from infecting their susceptible neighbours. To conquer 
Spain is what France found impossible under the vigorous and mili- 
tary administration of Napoleon: for her to attempt it, under the 
weak and distracted councils of Louis, would be ridiculous. No 
other news is reported from Europe. at 

Mexico.—This country is on the eve of a new revélution: Itur- 
bide having met with no success in reducing the castle:at St. Juan de 
Ulloa, and with as little in tranquillizing his dominions by means of an 
elective congress, dismissed the latter, and sent for the governor of 
Vera Cruz, (near which the castle of St. Juan is situated,) for pur- 
poses which the latter distrusted. The latter, instead o ying the 
summons, puts himself at the head of his troops, and declares for a 
republican form of government. In place of the dissolved congress, 
the Emperor has appointed one himself, from which he will expect 
no opposition. The affairs of this country are in the most critical 
state. 



























DOMESTIC. 


Nothing important has taken place at home since our last retrospect. 
Congress has gone on in its leisurely progress, and passed some laws, 
but not of general importance. The bill for further suppression of 
piracy is probably the most important measure adopted hitherto ; a 
bill is before it for the relief of the sister of the late Lieut. Allen, 
which meets with no enemies. Indeed, nothing is more easy than to 
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get laws passed to repress piracies by force ; or to get pensions for 
the relatives of deceased officers of merit. But we fear that we 
shall long have to search the statute book in vain for laws to provide 
for the moral improvement of seamen, by disseminating among them 
the principles of religion, and that, however munificient towards 
officers of rank, and their relatives, our country has a more frugal set 
of principles for the common sailors. 

In our State Legislature, no bills of importance have been disposed 
of or introduced. We would call to the minds of our readers, that 
it was last year committed to the Hon. Judge Emott, of Poughkeepsie, 
to make a report to the Legislature on the subject of pauperism. 
‘This document is not yet laid before it, nor do we know what is our 
prospect in relation to it. We do, however, feel the strongest interest 
in its early appearance. 

The Governor, under the new constitution, has nominated to office 
a new chancellor, and, for Judges of the supreme court, the persons 
who now fill the bench of that court. The late Chancelor, it is un- 
derstood, is so nearly disqualified by age, (under the constitution,) 
that his reappointment would have been merely nominal. We can- 
not, however, witness his withdrawing from the elevated situation he 
has so long held, with so much honour to himself and so much useful- 
ness to his country, without expressing our admiration of his indefati- 
gable industry, unwearied attention to business, profound learning, 
and unimpeachable public and private character, and without fervent- 
ly praying for the richest mercies on the latter days of his useful and 
honorable career. We would say more if circumstances would ren- 
der it admissible here—as Christian politicians, we could not say less 
at an event which so extensively affects our general welfare. That the 
mantle of Elijah may be caught by Elisha, is one of the best things 
we can wish our state. 

The Senate, it is supposed, will be unwilling to assent to the no- 
mination of the old judges, who are, with one exception, obnoxious on 
account of some measures which had the voice of popularity in their fa- 
vour. We should regret their dismissal from the service of the state asa 
general calamity. ‘Their talents, learning, impartiality, attention to 
business, and services, entitle them to our respect ; and not doubting 
that their course was dictated by their maturest and most sincere 
convictions of duty, we the more revere them for determining to do 
what they thought right, though all the world were against them. 
Men who will not do so are not fit for such offices, and men who wilt 
are not readily found. We would add that, as judges, they have, by 
their decisions on various occasions, shown their sense of the sacred- 
ness of the sabbath day, and of the importance of a respect in the 
community for the Christian Religion. Whatever may be their fate 
as to offices here, they will find that the loss of their dignities is 
nothing compared with the loss of their candour and integrity, and 
that no honours are worth enough to be procured or be preserved 
by tampering with the calls of known duty. 

February 1, 1823. pe. 
















Sramaws Magastue, 





He maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves thereof are still. Then are they glad 
because they be quiet ; so he bringeth them unto their desired haven. Psalm. 


NEW-YORK BETHEL UNION.—Seconp Report. 
(Concluded from p. 540.) | 


From the scene of our own labours it is delightful to cast our eyes 
across the Atlantic, and review the exertions of our British brethren. 

The astonishing success that has crowned the measures of their 
Bethel Union Society, during the short period of its existence, is al- 
most without a parallel in the history of benevolent institutions. 

Among the pre-eminent means which God has particularly blessed 
to advance the prosperity of the society, they gratefully recognize a 
spirit of Christian union of all denominations, an ardent spirit of mutu- 
al supplication, and an active. spirit of evangelical diligence and zeal, 
in seeking out and collecting together in ships, and places of worship, 
the objeéts of its compassion and benevolence. 

We can only glance at some of their exertions. On the Thames :— 
The Upper Pool is divided into the north and south banks. On the 
north, meetings are held every Monday and Thursday, and on the 
south, every Tuesday and Friday evenings and sabbath evenings. 
Many striking instances of real conversion among captains and seamen 
have been made public. At the Scotch Wharfs meetings are held, 
At the Lower Pool, the Bethel flags have waved aloft every Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, to invite the weary sailor to the wor- 
ship of God. Pious seamen have regularly gone ashore on the sab- 
bath, and picked up their poor thoughtless, guilty shipmates, conduct- 
ing them to the house of God. 

A monthly prayer meeting, in each Pool alternately, has been very 
useful and animating.—The Rev. A. Brown has generally addressed 
the sailors on these occasions, and from eight to ten seafaring persons, 
of both Pools, have engaged in solemn prayer. Many very interest- 
ing scenes have been witnessed at these meetings, and sailors have 
retired with increasing resolutions to serve God, and work for his 
glory in whatever part of the world their lot may be cast. 

At Stepney, many instances are recorded of pious seamen going on 
shore, and pleading and prevailing with landsmen to attend their meet- 
ings, and become reconciled to God. 

During the past year new societies have been formed in the follow- 
ing ports : 

The English coast east of London :—Colchester, Wivenhoe, Har- 
wich, Ipswich, and a Bethel flag ordered for Lowestoff. 

North of London :—Lynn, Boston, Gainsborough, Bridlington, Scar- 
borough, Whitby, Stockton on Tees, Sunderland, Newcastle, South 
and North Shields, Blythe. 
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On the Cumberland coast :—Mary Port, Workington, and White 
Haven. 

The British Channel :—Watchel and Bridge Water. 

West of London :—Dartmouth, Brixham, and a Bethel flag hoisted 
at Poole. | 

South of London :—Isie of Wight, where the dutchess of Beaufort 
has formed a sailor’s library, Lymington, Southampton, and New-Ha- 
ven, also at Deal, Greenwich and Deptford—making between 30 and 
40 new societies in England. 

Ireland :—Societies are formed in Dublin, Cork and Waterford. 

Wales :—Newport, Swansea, Milford, Carnavon and Bangor. 

Scotland :—Aberdeen, Glasgow, Greenock, and a foundation laid 
for one at Leethe.—With Greenock we have had an interesting cor- 
respondence. Nor are accounts less gratifying from other parts of 
the world. : : 

At St. Johns, New-Brunswick, meetings have been supported for 
three years. 

Berbice, on the east coast of South America, has a Bethel flag esta- 
blished in its harbour. 

Rio de Janerio.—In this important station is established the Bethel 
flag ; a pious merchant has it hoisted every sabbath, on board some 
ship, where he reads sermons, gives exhortations, and holds prayer 
meetings. 

Asia has had a Bethel flag occasionally hoisted in some of her ports 
—a missionary is just going out from England, who promises to raise 
it on the Ganges and invite sailors to the kingdom of Christ. 

Europe every where presents a most interesting field for the ef- 
forts of the society, and every opportunity will be embraced of culti- 
vating it. 

A very gratifying letter has lately been received from a missionary 
at Leghorn. He had preached to Italian sailors on board a vessel 
called the Sacred Family. 

At Gibraltar a new and efficient society for seamen and soldiers has 
been formed--The Bethel flag has been hoisted on board a Buenos 
Ayres frigate, and the Lord has signally blessed the labours and zeal 
of the officers and gentlemen of this garrison. 

In Oporto some pious captains have hoisted the Bethel flag, and held 
religious meetings on board different ships, to the great advantage of 
many seamen. 

Cronstadt.—A Bethel flag was presented to the Rev. Mr. Knill, 
when he went out as a missionary to Russia; and some captains have 
since hoisted flags of their own at Cronstadt. Hundreds have flocked 
on board. The greatest interest is excited. Dr. Henderson goes 
from St. Petersburgh to preach to sailors at Cronstadt. An applica- 
tion will be made by the Russians to the emperor Alexander, hat a 
man of war may be granted as a floating chapel for that place. — 

The Board might continue for hours in the detail of the most inte- 
resting occurrences, they will, however, only add that, in the course 
of Divine Providence, a sea missionary has been raised up and thrust 
into this new field of Christian enterprise. 

On the ist May, 1822, Captain Angas, of Newcastle, a fine young 
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man in the prime of life—a man of property—who had retired from 
the sea, studied for the ministry, resided in Germany, Holland and 
France to acquire the languages fluently, was set apart as a missionary 
to seamen. His whole soul is devoted to the work. He is admirably 
fitted for it, and his circumstances allow him to surrender himself up 
to’this office, and to travel by land and by sea to perform its various 
duties without expense to the society. 

This is certainly a most wonderful proof of the divine care and 
concern for seamen. His travels through various parts of England 
have been very successful in bringing forward ministers of all deno- 
minations to form one grand bond of union, and has left them in the 
amiable spirit of peace, love and harmony. He is now on the conti- 
nent of Europe, and we wait with the most pleasing hopes to hear of 
his labours in foreign seaports. | 

With the most unfeigned pleasure the Board are enabled to an- 
nounce, that the United Domestic Missionary Society, in this city, 
have just made a grant of $250 to the society, for promoting the Gos- 
pel among seamen, for the ensuing six months, (which we have no 
doubt will be renewed,) to be expended in promoting the objects of 
that society. And we have been informed that with the aid of this 
accession to their funds, they contemplate the immediate employment 
of a missionary to seamen. 

The London Philanthropic Gazette, in reporting the proceedings 
of the third anniversary of the British and Foreign Seamen’s Friend 
Society and Bethel Union, remarks, that the deep interest the institu- 
tion possesses in the minds of many valuable persons is still manifest, 
by the circumstances connected with the third anniversary. 

The religious services began on Monday evening, 30th September, 
when a sermon was preached to a most numerous and respectable 
auditory at Zion chapel, by the Rev. G. C. Smith of Penzance. On 
Tuesday, a sermon was preached by the Rev. T. Mortimer in the 
Strand—and in the evening, the third sermon was preached at the 
Poultry chapel, by the Rev. Alexander Fletcher, who kindly under- 
took to supply the place of the Rev. Dr. Spring, of New-York, who 
was prevented by ill health. On Wednesday evening, the general 
meeting was held at the city of London tavern, when the right hon. 
admiral Lord Gambier, G. C. B., president of the society, took the 
chair.—The great room was crowded to excess, and numbers of the 
most respectable friends were compelled to retire. 

The noble admiral opened the business of the meeting with many 
lively, serious and. appropriate remarks, after which, among others, 
the following resolution was unanimously adopted. 

‘‘ That this meeting hails with real satisfaction, the noble order and 
efficient co-operation of Christian brethren, on the shores of the Unit- 
ed States, and is happy to perceive that while the vast Atlantic rolls 
between us, England and America are one in zeal for the Redeemer’s 
kingdom, and are now once more united under the same flag, as a sig- 

nal for British and American seamen to serve God.” 

In return, we can assure our English brethren, that British sailors 
are dear to our hearts—objects of deep solicitude, and, we trust, of 
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fervent pri er. We most cordially reciprocate these feelings of 
Christian fe:,owship, and hail with delight this happy period, which 
witnesses America and Britain united under the same banner ; and 
indulge the hope of progressing harmoniously in this pleasing work, 
until He shall reign, whose right it is, from the rivers to the ends of 
the earth. 

The Board feel peculiar satisfaction in being able to state, that the 
Rev. Messrs Goodell and Bird, missionaries to Palestine, who lately 
embarked from this port, expressed a deep interest for seamen, 
They have assured the friends of the seamen’s cause here, that they 
will endeavour to promote the objects of this institution, as far as they 
shall be able, consistently with their other important duties. 

We hope soon to see the Bethel flag hoisted along the extensive 
shores of the Mediterranean ; and, ere long, on the borders of the 
Red, the Euxine, and the Caspian seas. It was by the sea of Galilee 
the blessed Redeemer saw Simon Peter, and Andrew his brother, 
casting their nets into the sea, and he straitway made them fishers of 
men; and have we not abundant cause to indulge the hope that simi- 
lar scenes will be acted over again in the same places, consecrated by 
the Saviour’s footsteps and crucifixion ? 

On sabbath evening, December 8th, the night previous to the de- 
parture of the missionaries for the Holy Land, a meeting was held on 
board the Shepherdess. We need not say that it was an hour of 
inexpressible tenderness and solemnity. Timothy Dwight, Esq., of 
New-Haven, Jeremiah Evarts, Esq., of Boston, and Z. Lewis, Esq., 
of this city, assisted in the exercises. We could not fail to call to mind 
the interesting season when the friends of the apostle Paul accompa- 
nied him weeping to the ship—a part of Paul’s farewell address to 
the elders of Ephesus was read, and we endeavoured to commend 
them, and all the crew, to God and the Word of his grace, which is 
able to build them up, and after their warfare is accomplished, to give 
them an inheritance among all them which are sanctified. 

The Board have now exhibited such facts as they can in the com- 
pass of a report, relative to the progress of religion among seamen, 
with some of the motives which should urge to more indefatigable 
and incessant exertions for their spiritual benefit.—It is enough to say, 
that seamen have precious souls—one of which is worth a thousand 
times more than Europe and America. , 

In common with other men they are liable to sickness, disease and 
death—but does not their peculiar exposure to danger awaken in 
every Christian bosom a deep solicitude for their eternal welfare ? 
From the very nature of their occupation—little concerned for the fu- 
ture—the great mass of them uninstructed in the truths of revelation— 
lulled into security by the syren song of the carnal heart, ‘‘all’s well,” 
they are often surprised by death in its most terrific forms. Who can 
describe the consternation that seizes their affrighted consciences in 
view of a shipwreck scene—the certain prospect of a judgment ? 

Whither, in this extremity, shall they fly for succour? All around 
is dark, dreary and cheerless—one wide scene of gloom and desola- 
tion—no friendly voice is heard—no tower of help greets the eye. 
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The darkness of midnight hangs over futurity—the heavens blacken 
—the tempests roar—the whirlwind rushes by—the torrent pours— 
the waves are ready to ingulph them, and without a refuge, and with- 
out a hope, they are swept beyond the reach of mercy. Oh! what 
a shipwreck is that of the soul !! 

Exposed to such dangers, hardships and trials, to which, for the 
most part, landsmen are utter strangers, and by which they minister 
so oft to our comfort and enjoyment, far from sanctuary privileges, 
and deprived of the ordinary means of grace, they ought to share our 
sympathies ; and our best efforts ought to be put in requisition for the 
melioration of their temporal condition ; and more especially, to pre- 
pare them for that haven of rest, where storms and tempests never 
enter. During the last winter it is computed that 30,000, on the 
northern coasts of Europe alone, perished in storms, and were launch- 
ed into the ocean of eternity. Many of them, we fear, have gone to 
people the regions of the lost, over whose gloomy portals is written, 
‘* Hope never comes that comes to all.” Some, we trust, of their saint- 
ed spirits have been welcomed to the abodes of the blessed, and made 
companions with Abraham and Paul, where their capacities for enjoy- 
ment will expand and enlarge as long as eternity*shall roll on its 
ceaseless ages. 

Here the Board must leave the subject, in the firm assurance that 
it commends itself to the consciences, and will receive the prayers 
of Christians, and efficient exertions of good men every where, (and 
especially of the mercantile community,) to promote the advancement 
of a cause which is so intimately connected with the spread of the 
Gospel through the world. 

To communicate moral good is the noblest employment, and the 
highest honour, of intelligent beings—and Christians more and more 
feel it to be so. 

Operations the most grand and extensive are multiplying every 
where around us. Another year we have been permitted to act our 
feeble, humble part. May the next, which is just — to break in 
upon us, find-us equally united, more engaged, prayerful and perse- 
vering in our Master’s cause. The brightening prospects should 
animate our hopes—for we live in the very daybreak of millenial 
glory. 

‘The days, O brethren! (says Dr. Mason,) are rolling rapidly on, 
when the shout of the isles shall swell the thunder of the continent, 
when the Thames and the Danube, when the Tiber. and the Rhine, 
shall call upon Euphrates, the Ganges and the Nile, and the loud con- 
cert shall be joined by the Hudson, the Mississippi and the Amazon, 
singing with one heart and one voice, Alleluia! Salvation! the Lord 
God omnipotent reigneth.”’ 

Comfort one another with this faith and with these words. 

Now blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, who only doeth 
wondrous things—And blessed be his glorious name for ever: and 
let the whole earth be filled with his glory. 

By order of the Society. 


HORACE HOLDEN, Secretary. 
Vor. IX 72 
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The substance of the Addresses delivered at the Second Anniversary 
of the New-York Bethel Union. 


Reported for the Scaman’s Magazine. 
(Concluded from p. 540.) 


In seconding the above motion the Rev. Mr. Matuews observed, that the facts 
stated in the report presented an encouraging evidence, that a great improvement 
had taken place in the moral condition of seamen. The Bethel flag deserved its 
name, for wherever it had been spread throughout the world the presence and the 
power of God appeared to have accompanied it. On every shore there seemed to 
be favoured spots, which brought to the mind those happy shores where the Son 
of man gathered his disciples around him, and offered their worship and his wor- 
ship to their Father and his Father, to their God and his God These seenes 
seemed to have returned again—again his followers were gathered from their 
ships, and God accepted their united worship. May we not hope that now, as 
ther, such scenes were the pledges and the precursors of a widely extended 
spread of truth and grace in the earth? In this point of view, the facts before 
us assume an importance which cannot be expressed—they seem to prove that 
the millenial glory is not only in sight, but at the doors. The Christian world 
seemed long to have been under the impression, that in respect to the seamen’s 
interests and prospects the Bible was silent. While almost every other scheme of 
Christian enterprise could plead its promise, and array its hopes under some di- 
vine sanction, nobody thought of seeking or finding any special pledge of mercy 
for the poor mariner. But now that the Christian mind has been aroused to this 
subject, we discover that the conversion of seamen, and their agency in the great 
diffusion of the latter day glory, is a subject of multiplied and explicit predictions 
in the Bible. Of these, sir, 1 will now mention only one It 1s contained in that 
celebrated passage of the prophecy of Isaiah, which begins with these words: 
* Arise, shine, for thy light is come, and the glory of Jehovah is risen upon thee.” 
In the subsequent verses it is declared, not merely that the forces oi the Gentiles 
shall be brought into the church, but that the “ abundance of the sea shall be con- 
verled” to Messiah. A passage so pointed, that it seems strange it should so long 
have been overlooked. Verily, possibly, indeed, the prophet himself, when un- 
der the divine influence he uttered the prediction, knew not the full import of his 
own words. Navigation was then in its early infancy—men looked upon the 
ocean as a dread abyss, an impassable gulf, separating the nations of the earth— 
no numerous fleets then burdened the Atlantic—no faithful needle then guided 
the wanderers upon the trackless deep—the timid mariner feared to launch forth 
upon the bosom of the mighty ecean, but crept slowly along the shores. The 
future value of this intrepid race was then little imagined. But what shall we 
say of them now? ‘They have become a countless host. The nations look to them 
for safety and for wealth; and they have been principally instrumental in diffus- 
ing, from shore to shore, the lights of knowledge, and the blessings of social im- 
provement among men. Such a place do they now hold among human things, 
that it would less affect the world should one ef its continents sink and disappear, 
than if this entire class of its population, together with all their nautical skill, 
should be removed from its surface. Yes, sir, this class of men, so long forgotten, 
is destined to occupy an important and a conspicuous place in those plans of 
merey which are to enlighten and to save the world. Instead of the instruments 
of death, they shall bear across the deep the message of eternal life to men—in- 
stead of the news of wars and famines—they shall carry tidings of new accessions 
to the Redeemer’s kingdom—their decks shall resound with the praises of Em- 
manuel, and every ship shall carry at her mast head the Bethel flag. 

The Rev. Gentleman here adverted to the situation of this country in relation 
to its commercial advantages—its place upon the map of the world—its long line 
of seacoast—its lakes, rivers, and natural resources. It must be evident, at @ 
glance, that the finger of Providence had marked out the United States for great 
commercial pre-eminence.—And what, he asked, but commerce had raised the 
Italian states out of the degradation of the middle ages? what, but this, had given 
independence to the states of Holland, and made England so formidable to the 
whole continent of Europe ? Commerce was about to do the same thing for Ame- 
rica. Anu it was quite as evident, that the same Providence which had destined 
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our country to greatness in commerce, had marked out this city as the emporium 
ef the western hemisphere. By commerce she had risen to what she now is— 
and if she was yet farther to extend—if we were to see house rising after house, 
and street extending after street, it must be effected by the instrumentality of 
our seamen. If ever there was a city bound, by ties at once of duty, gratitude, 
and interest, to cherish the seamen’s cause, this was that city. Their claim, he 
said, received additional force, when we considered the peculiar exposure of their 
lives to danger. When we contemplate them parting, for years together, from 
wives and children, whom they never may embrace again, leaving the comforts 
of home and country—keeping their lonely watch amidst surrounding darkness— 
swept by storms—surrounded by the raging ocean—bearing the alternations of 
heat and cold—oppressed by premature old age, and still hastening to some sud- 
den death—and then reflect on their destitution of all religious privileges, how 
can we refrain from pity and from prayer ? 

The day of grace is to all men short—but to the sailor it seems, (if the expres- 
sion will be allowed me,) but the fragment of a day. Whole months pass over 
them without one sabbath’s holy rest—without one sound of Gospel mercy. But 
this shall not always be so. The Star of Bethlehem is lifting its cheering light 
upon the gloomy solitude of the ocean—the peace of Jesus, borne in the seaman’s 
bosom through all its storms, shall give him the sabbath’s rest in every clime, 
Let us lead the poor wanderers to Him who may reveal himself to them, walking 
on the waters, and saying to them: “ It is I, be not afraid.” But ah, sir, of those 
thirty thousand who, in the last year, perished in the British seas alone, how few, 
it is to be feared, heard this cheering voice in the hour of their extremity! Oh 
how ought we to feel, when we reflect that of these very sufferers, hundreds once. 
tred our shores, nay walked these very streets, but nobody spoke to them of Jesus 
or his salvation. 

The character of the sailor has ever been distinguished for warm and ardent 
feelings—whatever the storms may have done to his face, they have never given 
callousness to his heart; and while, in their hitherto neglected condition, this 
made them but the easier and the surer victims of temptation, did it not present 
the prospect that they would be the more deeply affected by the truth, when it 
shall be presented to them? ‘The sailor's heart, sir, is a soil for the very best 
fruits of Christian grace—when they do feel the Gospel they feel it deeply. It 
is but this day that I read of one in the last stage of wasting disease, who 
dies a martyr to his zeal in the Bethel cause—vain was every attempt to re- 
press its excess—to every remonstrance his reply was this, “‘ that life my Master 
gave, shall be spent and offered in his service.” Thus, sir, we have already sea- 
men for martyrs. But these are only the first fruits—all shall yet be brought in—- 
the Bible has promised their conversion—the ships of ‘Tarshish are to be enlisted 
in the service of Immanuel. Till then, the millenium will linger on its way. A 
corrupted and guilty mass of seamen, are like a great gulf fixed between us and 
the heathen world—this must be removed—God’s Spirit must come down on the 
mighty waters, and then from the rivers to the ends of the earth. That lovely 
and liberal spirit is indeed sending the word of life far and near ; but the ma- 
chinery of the missionary cause will never be complete, till our mariners become 
Christians—then truth will spread with the rapidity of the morning. May God 
bless this society—among the first that advocated the seamen’s cause. You are do- 
great things. Go on, sir, and aid the conversion of the world.—If those associ- 
ations deserve our praise who are providing for the protection of the destitute 
from the inclemency of the season, what shall be said to men who go on hoping 
against hope, and gathering poor outcasts into the kingdom of the Redeemer ? 
Sir, the day is coming when your labours of love shall be known—your deeds 
shall be proclaimed before the universe. When seamen and landsmen shall to- 
gether be gathered in one vast assembly, and the Judge of both shall render to 
every man according to his work, what will be your joy when you behold seamen, 
in countless numbers, going up to take their places on the right-hand of the Judge, 
and remember that the Bethel Union of New-York was the means, through God's 
grace, of calling them into the kingdom of life eternal ! 


The Rev. Joun Trvair offered the following : 


Resolved, That the success which, under the blessing of Providence, has follow- 
ed the exertions of Bethel Union Societies in England and America, calls for in- 
ereased and persevering efforts in this benevolent enterprise 
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In accompanying this resolution with some very appropriate and pungent re- 
marks, the Rev. gentleman adverted, in the commencement of his speech, to the 
name of the society ; which led back the thoughts toa wandering pilgrim, flying 
from the persecuting hand of a brother, who lay down in the open plain, and tak- 
ing the stones of the wilderness for pillows, there dreamed that he beheld the glory 
of God and the way to heaven. And rising from his slumber, he set up the stone 
for a pillar, and called the place “BETHEL,” “a house for God.” Little did Jacob 
then think that his words would form the motto of such a society as this! whoever 
adopts them, acknowledges the being and the presence of Him whom Jacob wor- 
shipped. Whoever goes to a Bethel mecting, acknowledges, by the very act, the 
presence of God in that meeting. Yes, sir, God is present wherever the Bethel 
flag is hoisted—present to bless in terror and in affliction—present to protect in 
danger and to defend from persecuting enemies, (a sense to which no doubt poor 
Jacob had especial regard when he gave the name.) No matter where it be—it 
is the same God—whether it be at Luz or in the temple at Jerusalem, or ina 
sailor’s boarding house, or on board his ship—and whoever goes to a Bethel 
prayer meeting, goes professedly to meet him there. And I rejoice, sir, that so 
many have mei God. We have heard the praises of him who brought them from 
darkness to light, in a Bethel prayer meeting. Much has been done at Bethel 
meetings—and, sir, these things plainly show that the Bethel Union is yet destined 
to becowe a birth place for the souls of men—and no doubt, sir, in that day when 
we shall all give an account how we have treated sailors, we shall meet with many 
who can look back to a Bethel meeting as the place where they received the light 
of eternal day. Therefore, sir, I move the following—(here the Rev. gentleman 
read the words of the resolution.) 

Something, it is true, has been done in this cause—but the efforts you have 
made, the conquests you have gained, do but open a more extended field. And 
in this remark I have no reference to foreign shores. 1 confine iny meaning to 
our own country : nay more, sir, I confine it to this city. Our own city presents 
sufficient work for us all. Say you have at present sixteen thousand seamen: 
and suppose you have in port at one time five thousand. How mary attend a 
Bethel meeting ? One hundred is more than the average number ; but allowing 
one hundred, and you want fifty Bethel meetings ; allow two hundred, and you 
will want twenty-five a week to give them one religious opportunity weekly. But, 
sir, an awakened sailor wants more than one meeting a week. Consider, sir, how 
short a time he remains in port after being absent for months, perhaps for a year, 
perhaps for two, three, or four years. Does he not want more than one meeting, 
sir? It may, indeed, be said, that if you had ever so many more meetings the 
sailors would not attend. But, sir, you can seek them out. Let us only feel 
their need of the bread of life. Feeling is wanting—labour is wanting—self-de- 
nial is wanting—prayer and efforts are wanting—money is wanting—but this, 
sir, will not be wanting long when that self-denial is practised, which it becomes 
the disciples of Jesus to practise, to rescue from damnation so many precious and 
perishing souls. Let but these things be felt as they ought to be, and all difficul- 
fies will vanish before you. New-York may be pre-eminent in this good work. 
You have wealth in abundance—you have seamen in abundance, who helped you 
to get it—you have twenty thousand professors of the Gospel. Cannot two or 
three hundred, out of al] these, be found, who are willing to redeem a little time 
for God? Seek out such, and see if you may not have twenty, if you will not 
have fifty meetings ; and plenty of ships and plenty of boarding houses to receive 
you. Let but Christians feel—let them lean upon the Lord, and the Lord will 
help them—and when you die, others will rise up in your place, and raise the 
Bethel flag, and maintain the Bethel cause, till a glorious company of sailors 
saved, shall meet and welcome us in the day of judgment. 

The motion was seconded by the Rev. Dr. Sprine. The Rev. Speaker did not 
wholly concur in the strain of congratulation which seemed to animate some who 
had gone before him. He was not indeed destitute, he said, of common symp@- 
thy for this class of men. His heart blessed God for what had been done. But 
while the society report spread before his eye a serries of facts on the subject, 
which were on the whole encouraging, that very report contained the evidence 
that comparatively but little had been done. There seemed to be a disposition 
the friends of this cause, on both sides of the Atlantic, to magnify the amount of 
the efforts made : he regretted to observe this—his conscience would not permit him 
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to go forward with a prospect that in fact does not exist. The solemn fact was, 
that but little had as yet been done for seamen. I would not derogate, said Dr, S. 
from the merits of any ; but, sir, I look atthe future world. I have been, I confess, 
long under the impression that, in the progress of truth through our world, sailors 
would be the very last-born of mankind, who might be expected to be converted. 
‘The Bible, indeed, (especially in the very apposite passages which have already 
been adverted to,) does promise that they shall be brought im; but, sir, there are 
awful difficulties in the way. The great mass of seafaring men care no more 
about God and Jesus Christ—about heaven or hell—than so many men taken 
from the lowest depths of heathenism. I make my appeal especially to those 
masters of vessels who are before me, for the truth of this remark. I know there 
are exceptions, but I do verily believe, that in attempting the conversion of sea- 
men, this society is called to expend its strength in bringing the Gospel to a class 
of men more hostile to the doctrines and duties of godliness, than any on the face 
ofour globe. It is a melancholy fact, that sailors, in general, are most de ylorably 
ignorant. Go where you will, you find it so. I know, indeed, that the officers of 
ships are frequently among the most intelligent of men—but it is far otherwise 
with their crews. And when, in addition to this weight of ignorance, we think 
upon the temptations to which they are continually exposed, a new and awful ob- 
stacle presents itself. Why, sir, if a man had the heart of a Paul, and was constant- 
ly circumstanced as they are, it would be a miracle if his did not become the heart 
of a Judas in the end. I tremble even for good men, when so tempted. We all 
know that a great mass of surrounding sin, even when we are not actual partakers 
in it, has a native tendency to blunt and paralyze the conscience. Seamen, whether 
at sea or on shore, are continually thus surrounded—they have the opportunity of 
losing sight of all moral obligation. Then, sir, there is something about the mari- 
time character itself, which still increases the difficulty. That very hardihood and 
heroism, which is so often the subject of eulogy, and which leads the sailor to brave 
danger, and face the mouth of the cannon, has a natural tendency to steel the breast 
against the terrors of the law. No man who knows and feels the worth of his soul, 
is or can be insensible to danger—he dare not despise it. Great, however, as the 
difficulties are, they are far from excusing the conduct of Christians toward this 
unhappy class of men. It makes me shudder to reflect how we have all neglected 
them. What do we not owe to their services? In this view, sir, their brows should 
be crowned with perpetual laurels—but our conduct in return has amounted near- 
ly to this—“ if they are saved, it is well—and if they go to hell, it is well.” Fondly 
flattering ourselves, that we were exercising submission to the divine sovereignty, 
we have stood, in worse than stoical indifference, over their ruin, and while they were 
damned before our view, we have satisfied our pious hearts by saying: “God's 
willbe done.’’ Sir, we have acted as if there was some impossibility in the way— 
as if God could have no design to save them—or considering that he has promised 
that the abundance of the sea shall be gathered unto God. Had it not been so, 
could I have pointed you to one striking fact now before us all? I mean, that at 
such a meeting as this, when we have reared the Bethel flag on purpose to let seamen 
know what God is doing on their behalf; after notice, too, of this has been fully 
published ; «in all these seats there should scarce one sailor be seen? 

I do not say these things to discourage—but to stimulate. The work is great :— 
it is NOt to be accomplished by congratulating ourselves that wa have done our 
duty ; nothing but heavy, steady labour will or can accomplish it. It is a truth, that 
seamen, almost universally, are ready and willing to receive the Bible. Will you 
pardon me, if | say a few words in relation to my own observation on this point ? 
It was lately my privilege to attempt the distribution of that blessed book among 
some of them. The Bibles were not only received, but kind and grateful feeling 
was manifested—there was evident eagerness to receive the books—the men press- 
ed upon each other, and hand was reached out over hand to be first in the recep. 
tion of them. The scene was such as sent us back to our cabin with thanksgiv- 
ing to God, that there was still some hope for seamen. One man, in particular, on 
being asked whether he had a Bible in his possession, promptly answered: “a 
Bible, sir? I should as soon think of going to sea without the mainmast.” 

The distribution of religious tracts also promises to be of use among them. 
These winged messengers will find their way to their hammocks, and, inan unlook- 
ed for hour, may reach their hearts. There is something in the habits of seamen, 

with respect to the evening that precedes the sabbath, that exerts a very unhappy 
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influence on the sanctification of that day. Saturday night is, by long and settled 
usage, devoted to a rude festivity. Knowing this, we determined to make one ef- 
fort to divert this festivity into a better channel. A basket was provided, contain- 
ing some very pleasant refreshments, and covered all over at top with copies of 
that excellent tract, “An Address to Seamen,”’ [by the Rev. Dr. Payson,] a tract that 
should be in the hand of every sailor. When we handed it into the forecastle, we 
accompanied it by this warning : “ keep a sharp look-out for the covers.” They 
expressed the utmost thankfulness—a light was provided—and appointing the best 
reader among them, they listened with the utmost attention until the whole was 
finished. It was heard with tears—-and they did not fail to appoint a deputation of 
their number, to return their thanks; adding, at the close, “ we kept a sharp look- 
out for the covers.” 

But while we seek to promote the spiritual good of seamen, let us not forget that 
they need, as a concomitant aid, to be instructed in human science. They must 
be enlightened—they must be made to feel from thinking. Why has no system 
been devised to communicate gratuitous instruction to sailors ? why, in such a city 
as this, should there be no day school, no Sunday school for them ? Let such schools 
be opened—let navigation, and other branches of a seaman’s education, be taught 
them free of expense—and let all who are instructed come under a pledge to at- 
tend the Mariners’ Church—you will then see that church crowded every sabbath. 
Let us extend our care over them here at home—if neglected in port, it is in vain 
that they are exhorted at sea. And before I close, I would add one remark, 
which has special reference to the masters of ships. It is, above all things, im- 
portant that these should be upright and intelligent men—fearing God, and car- 
ing for the souls of their men. Example, on the quarter deck, sways the crew 
—even mere morality there, has a powerful effect in restraining their vices. Let 
but the commander avoid what is openly wrong, and do what is right, and it will 
have an immense influence on the sailors. I call on shipmasters to remember, that 
every one of them is a father of a family—the pastor of a little flock. Let them 
know and feel the responsibility of their station, and prove their humanity, as well 
as their religion, by promoting the best good of their poor companions. Let this 
be done, and we shall soon see that one way by which the abundance of the sea is 
to be converted unto God is by the faithfulness of shipmasters. 

I have been anticipated by the report in stating some facts relating to the Bethel 
cause on the other side of the Atlantic. I can confirmthe correctness of its state- 
ments. [It is literally true, that thirty thousand seamen have perished during the 
last awful season in the English Channel, the Irish Sea, and the German Ocean. 

It has been said by a brother, that the cry of sailors comes up to us. But, sir, 
there is another cry invades our ears——it is not the cry of men—it is the voice of 
the mighty deep—the bellowing of the great abyss, which is devouring them in 
thousands every year. Surely, sir, this voice cries to us as a commercial com- 
munity to have some bowels of compassion—some pity for those who are our own 
flesh. Sir, I love seamen—I have reason to love them. Let us settle it in our 
minds, that they must be converted— God has utteredthe promise—he has a reveal- 
ed purpose of mercy for these forgotten—the abundance of the sea is to be, it will 
be, converted unto God—He will yet yet sanctify the profession, by making these 
men the heralds of salvation—the day is coming—it is not, it cannot be far off ; 
then, sir, it will be a privilege for Christians to send their sons tosea) What a 
happy thought for some of us that are fathers. Sir, I have often looked upon my 
own family, and thought if my poor child should be a sailor what would become 
of his soul—but, sir, the pang passes from my heart at this view of the seaman’s 
prospects—I bless God for it, and with a bosom filled with cheering hope, I bid 
vou God speed 


——_ 


CHARLESTON BETHEL UNION. 


On the second Monday of December last, the society celebrated its 
first anniversary in the Mariners’ Church ; Thomas Napier, Esq. Pre- 
sident, in the chair. The usual resolutions were offered and support- 
ed by addresses from the following gentlemen :—Rev. Dr. Paumen, 
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T.S. Grimxe, Esq., Rey. Mr. Burst, Rev. Mr. Lyon, Mr. W. Ritey, 
Rev. Mr. Honour, Captain Josern Tyxer, Captain J. Bunce. 

Previous to reading the report, the president made an appropriate 
address; in the first part of which, he gave a brief review ot Christian 
exertions for seamen, and continues thus : 


The Bethel flag has been seen in almost every port in the world, frequented by 
American and British ships, inviting seamen to the solema worship of the living 
and true God. Who has perused the journals and reports of these Bethel Unions, 
and not been convinced of the great benefit they have been to seamen, both in a 
moral and spiritual point of view ? Who, thus informed, will doubt that the time 
to favour sailors has come, when, as predicted by Isaiah, the tribe of Zabulon 
shall see a great light ? Who does not see that the glory of the Lord is beginning 
to rise upon them ? 

What, may we ask, is producing such extraordinary exertions in behalf of 
seamen ? what, we answer, but the Spirit of God, unfolding to the world how 
criminal and ungrateful they have been to them—Yes,to them, who are so all im- 
portant to the prosperity and security of our country, and who were a wall of de- 
fence around her, from which much national glory was reflected in that day 
which tried men’s souls. 

Yes, they have hazarded their all to protect our best interests, but what have 
we done in return? Have we not treated them with shameful neglect? We have 
seen the rocks on which they made spiritual and temporal shipwreck, without (till 
very lately) feeling a desire, or using any exertion, to point them out to the unwary 
and generous hearted sailor. Will not every one say it shall be sono more ; and 
that the voice of benevolence, raised in this our city and thoughout eur country, 
to secure for them a preached Gospel, and such boarding-houses as will promote 
morality and pure religion (both of which have been established in London with 
great success,) shall not be heard in vain. It is to the benevolence of this gene- 
rous public, the eye must look for means to accomplish these ends. 

Are there any here that have doubts that sailors can be withdrawn from vice and 
made the faithful followers of the Lamb of God? We would ask such to look at 
every effort the Christian world has made for the last thirty years, and see what 
an overwhelming flood of evidence rolls back from every effort, thus made, in 
every quarter of the world. 

Are sailors worse than our Indians, in their wild and savage state? These In- 
dians you have seen become the heralds of the cross, and have heara from their lips 
the glad tidings of salvation. 

There is a spirit and a power accompanying every thing that is undertaken for 
the glory of God, and the welfare of immortal souls, that seems, though unaided 
by the arm of power or the iufluence of wealth, to bear down all opposition, how- 
ever formidable. To this, the Society whose aniversary we this evening celebrate, 
can add their feeble testimony. We have found difficulties, apparently insur- 
mountable, vanish as we approached them, and we have indeed found our labours 
accompanied with joy and comfort. We would earnesty solicit your prayers that 
God may grant us increasing zeal, so than we may feel a much deeper interest for 
the good of seamen, than we have done the year that is passed, and that many 
more may come forward and engage in this all important work ; for in numbers 
we are greatly deficient. You will see from the report, about to be read, how 
much we have been aided by masters of vessels. At this we greatly rejoice. It 
is to them we look as a powerful auxiliary, for bringing about a reformation 
among seamen ; nor shall we look in vain. Soon, we ‘ hope they will all be made 
to feel the great responsibility of their station ; aud how much on them depends 
the everlastmg welfare of sailors; and how intimately connected their own eter- 
nal interests are with a faithful discharge of their duties to them. 

Masters of vessels are to seamen under their command as a father at the head 
of his family ; they are under their care where they can be kept sober, where 
they are far from temptation, and where they can look back on their evil life with 
an instructive eye. To none but to masters of vessels do such opportunities for 
instructing and restraining them occur, and how shall they answer in that great 
and awful day, when all men must give an account of their stewardship, should 
they neglect to improve these opportunities. 
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The Bethel Union feel and acknowledge with gratitude, the great aid they have 
received from the Female Domestic Missionary Society of this city, through their 
Missionary, the Rev. Mr Brown, and feel it a duty to state, that to this benevolent 
society, are the seamen indebted for a preached Gospel for the last four years ; 
évery member of which must feel a reward in their own conscience for so good a 
work. The Bethel Union ardently solicit the countenance and co-operation of all 
masters of vessels as well as all their fellow-citizens; and they sincerely hope 
that the day will soon arrive, when the sons of the ocean will enjoy one un- 
broken stream of moral and religious instruction, whether they are at sea or on 
shore, and when every ship will be a sanctuary in which our God will record his 


name, and in which he will delight to dwell. 
(Report to be noticed in our next.) 


MISSIONARY TO SEAMEN. 


Ine Society for promoting the Gospel among Seamen, have appointed the Rev. 
Henry CHAsE as a missionary to seamen. This they were encouraged to do 
by the liberal grant of $250, for six months, from the United Domestic Mission- 
ary Society, for the purpose of enabling the Board to make an exertion. more 
commensurate with the wants of seamen, than they have been able hitherto to 
make. 





Ir affords us pleasure to announce the formation of a Society for promoting the 
Gospel among Seamen in the Port of Charleston, (S. C.) which took place Janu- 
ary 3d. The following are the names of the officers for the ensuing year - 


Tomas Napier, President. 

Joun Roxwinson, Ist Vice President. 

Tuomas H. Jervey, 2d do. 

Jouw Hastert, 3d do. 

Wittiam Payne, 4th do. 

Toomas Fremmine, Treasurer. 

Tuomas S. Grimxe, Corresponding Secreiary, 
JaspeR Cornine, Recording do. 

Direclors.—John Hoff, Solomon Legare, Thomas Blackwood, ‘Thomas Legare 
William Kunhardt, James Mitchell, James Harper, David Lamb, A. S. Willington, 
Daniel Ravenel, Robert B. Edwards, Joseph Tyler, Daniel W. Hall, Samuel a 
Wagner, Jerry Walter, William H. Gilliland, Thomas P. Chiffelle, Horatio Lea- 
vitt, Horace Utley, H. C. M‘Leod. 


THE BANNER’S ATTRACTIVE POWER. 
BY THE REV. G. C. SMITH. © 


“ To it shall the Gentiles seek, and his rest shall be glorious.” Isa. 11. 


ix lifted up on high I be, And has not Jesus’ cords of love, 

In me, said Christ, shall all men see Oft sweetly raised our souls above ? 
The great fulfilment of the law, And does he not, e’en now, inspire 
And to my cross all men I'll draw. The Sailor’s heart with heavenly fire ? 
On Judah's height, and Canaan’s shore, Then raise on high your banners still, 
And where the Gospel trumpets blow, Let Bethel wave on ev’ry hill, 

Or when the Bethel flag was reared, Till Christ shall reign from sea to sea, 


Then Christ on high to men appeared. And Angels shout the Jubilee 














